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Ottawa, April 25/84 


My dear Bourinot, 


Many thanks for the handsome copy of your book, which I shall 
read with much interest. 


The Lt. Governors are constitutionally wrong in using the veto. 
The right was reserved in the B.N.A. as, altho’ obsolete, it still 
nominally exists in England — and if it were in an extreme case 
exercised there. The Bill so vetoed would not become an act. — In 
Ottawa the veto should only be used by the G.G. when acting under 
direct instructions as an Imperial officer. Even then, it would be an 
infraction of the principle of responsible Govt. given to Canada — ex 


gratia by the paramount power. 


It will never be executed here, as the same result can be obtained 
by reservation for H. Majesty’s assent — The exercise even of that 


power should only be done on express instructions from Home. 
The Lt. Governors should act in the same manner. 


I think I shall call the attention of the local Grits & Governors 
to this subject. 
Again thanking you 
Believe me, 
Yours faithfully, 


Joun A. Macponacp 
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January 5/85 


Private and Confidential 


My dear Bourinot, 


We think of appointing a permanent Chairman of Committees 
of the whole House — in fact a deputy Speaker — with a salary 
as in England. I don’t think any act was necessary. Will you kindly 
let me know how it was managed there. 


We will bring down the consolidation of the statutes this session 
and want to begin in the Senate. Some of the acts consolidated affect 
the revenue and are really Money Bills — They do not increase the 
charges on the people but simply consolidate them. — Can these be 
introduced in the Upper House? 


I presume precedents will be found in England of acts consolid- 
ating different branches of the public service, when the question has 
arisen. 

Yours faithfully 


Joun A. MAcDONALD 
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